
CCR Elementary Protocol 6: 
 Written Opinion 



 

 

College and Career Readiness:  

Tools for Schools Elementary Sequence 

  

 Protocol # 1: 

What Works: Research-based  

Formative Instructional Practices 

Protocol # 2: 

Understanding CCSS Structure 
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Progressions in Learning 
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Mathematical Practices 

Protocol # 6:  

Opinion Writing 
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• The Common Core State Standards articulate 
rigorous expectations to prepare all students to 
be college and career ready, including English 
language learners and Special Education 
Students.  

 

• These students likely will require additional 
instructional support.  

 

• English Language Proficiency Standards (ELP) 
for ELL students are aligned to the CCSS. 

All Means ALL 



 

• An understanding of how the concepts and 

skills in the Written Opinion/Argumentation 

Standard build from one grade level to the next 

 

•  An opportunity to discuss implications for  

   instruction 

Desired Outcomes 



Common Core Shifts 

1. Text Complexity and Range 

 

2. Read Closely to Analyze, Infer and Give Evidence 

 

3. Write to Sources 

 

4. Short, Focused Research 

 

5. Written and Spoken Argument 
 

6.  Academic Vocabulary  

 

7. Shared Responsibility for Literacy Development Among All        

    Teachers 

 

 



What is Written Opinion? 

• Basic form of an argument 
 

• Based on substantive claims, sound reasoning, and 

relevant evidence 
 

– Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion. 

– Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

• Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order 

to, in addition). 

– Provide a concluding statement 

 



Opinion vs. Argument 

Opinion 

– Introduce a topic or text 

clearly, state an opinion. 

 

 

– Provide reasons that are 

supported by facts and details. 

 

 

– Link opinion and reasons 

using words and phrases 

(e.g., for instance, in order 

to, in addition). 

 

– Provide a concluding 

statement 

 

Argument 

– Introduction: Claim Statement 

(thesis)  and Background 

Information  

 

– Provide reasons and evidence  

based on fact (research) 

 

 

–  The Opposing View and the  

         Refutation  

 

 

–  Provide a Conclusion 

 



Substantive claims, sound 

reasoning, and relevant evidence 

Writing Standards K-5 
 

Text Types and Purposes  
2.W.1 – Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they 

are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the 

opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion 

and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

2.W.7 – Participate in shared research and projects (e.g. read a number of 

books on a single topic to produce a report; record science 

observations). 

 

 



 Anchor Standard for Reading #8 
 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in 

a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 

relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 

 

Anchor Standard for Writing #1 
 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

 

 

The Connection between  

Reading and Writing Standards 



The Connection between  

Reading and Writing Standards 

• The connection between reading and writing is important in 

reinforcing essential skills 

 

• Reading and writing standards are grounded in evidence 

from text, both literary and informational 

 

• Standards in Writing ask students to respond to evidence-

based writing prompts (inform/argue) 

 

• Close reading of a text supports the Writing Standards 

 



The anchor standards for writing are in three places 

 

• Pg 18:  K-5 Writing 

• Pg 41:  6-12 Writing 

• Pg 63:  History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical         

  Subjects (6-8, 9-10, 11-12) 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

 

Writing Standards 
  



Introduction 



Supplies 

reasons 



Linking 

words 



Conclusion 



Annotation 
 
The writer of this piece 
 
•introduces the topic (with some words from the book) and the title 

•When you go owling you don’t need words, or worm (warm) or any thing, but hope.  This is 
(from) the book of Owl Moon. 

 
•states an opinion about the book and supplies reasons to support the opinion. 

•I like that phrase Because The boy was happy becaus (because) he got to go owling and hes 
(he’s) been wonted (wanting) to go owling for a long time and he finally got to go.  When other 
kids are happy that makes me happy.   

 
•uses linking words to connect opinion and reasons. 

•I like it Because it makes me feel good Because you don’t haft (have) to have words to go owling 
but you haft to have hope to see an owl. 

 
•provides a concluding statement. 

•I like it Because it makes me feel good Because you don’t haft (have) to have words to go owling 
but you haft to have hope to see an owl. 

 

Common Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 

Technical Subjects 



A deep understanding of the standards cannot be 

developed if educators are merely looking at their 

grade level standards in isolation and never consider 

that their standards are part of a whole system for 

educating students. 

 

 



What is a Learning Progression? 

• A content-specific learning path 

• A developmental progression 

• A building of conceptual components  



Students advancing through the grades are 

expected to: 

 

• meet each year’s grade specific standards 

 

• retain or further develop skills and     

  understandings mastered in preceding grades 

 

• work steadily toward meeting the expectations 

  described by the College and Career Ready  

  standards. 

Why Is This Important? 





Today we will be exploring the Learning Progression of the Big 

Idea: The Written Argument (Opinion). 

 

•Anchor Standard - Writing 1 states:  
 

 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

 substantive  topics or texts, using valid reasoning      

 and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

•In grade K-5 the written argument is referred to as “opinion”. 

From grade 6 and up it is called “argument”. 

Building the Learning 

Progression 



 

 

In small groups please discuss: 

 

“What does it mean to write an argument 

to support claims using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence?” 

Building the Learning 

Progression 



Building the Learning 

Progression 
 

Let’s start at the beginning. 

 
K.W.1:  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 

compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or 

the name of the book they are writing about and state an 

opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite 

book is…) 



Building the Learning Progression  

 Step 4: Moving up the Progression 

 
K.W.1: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 

they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or 

book (e.g., My favorite book is…) 
 

1.W.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the 

book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 

opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

 

• What additions are there in grade 1? 

• What was deleted from grade Kindergarten to grade 1? 

• What changes are there in the complexity level? 

 

 



Learning Progression 

K.W.1: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 

they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or 

book (e.g., My favorite book is…) 
 

1.W.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the 

book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 

opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

 

Additions: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic… supply 

a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 
 

Deletions: Use a combination of drawing and dictating to compose. 
 

Changes in Complexity: Supplying a reason for the opinion and closure. 



K.W.1: Use a combination of drawing,  

dictating, and writing to compose opinion 

pieces in which  they tell a reader the topic or 

the name of the book they are writing about 

and state an opinion or preference about the 

topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is…) 

 

1.W.1: Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or name the book they 

are writing about, state an opinion, supply a 

reason for the opinion, and provide some 

sense of closure. 

 

Write opinion pieces in which 

they introduce the topic… 

supply a reason for the 

opinion, and provide some 

sense of closure. 

 

Use a combination of drawing 

or dictating to compose.. 
Supplying a reason for the 

opinion and closure. 

•  Need to focus on introductory statement (topic) and closure 

•  Model how to provide reasons that support an opinion.  

•  How to pull information from texts or other resources. 

•  Model written opinion and provide opportunities for students to write their own piece on a regular basis 

 



Written Opinion Standard 

• 5.W.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 

point of view with reasons and information. 
 

 a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 

 organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 

 support the writer’s purpose. 
 

 b. Provide a logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts 

 and details. 
 

 c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses 

 (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
 

 d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion 

 presented. 

 

 



Standard W.6.1 

• 6.W.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons     

      and relevant evidence. 
 

 a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
 

 b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using 

     credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or  

     text. 
 

 c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among     

         claim(s) and reasons. 
 

 d. Establish and maintain a formal style 
 

      e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the  

          argument presented. 

 

 



Learning Progression 

Consider these same questions as you look at grades 5-6? 

 

• How are the standards the same? 

• How are they different? 

• What changes occur in content and process? 

• Are new concepts introduced? 

• Are some concepts dropped? 

• Does the idea or skill become more complex, and if 

yes, how? 

 



Activity: Learning Progression 

• Handout #1 

• Work with a partner and complete the 

Instructional Alignment chart for  

 Grades 5 and 6.  



Let’s look at what has been  

deleted from 5.W.1 to 6.W.1 

• 5.W.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 

with reasons and information. 

 a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 

 organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 

 support the writer’s purpose. 

 b. Provide a logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts 

 and details. 

 c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses 

 (e.g., consequently, specifically). 

 d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion 

 presented. 

 

Red=Changes in the standard 

 



Let’s look at what has been  

added to 6.W.1 

• 6.W.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence. 

 a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence 

 clearly. 

 b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using 

 credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic 

 or text. 

 c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships 

 among claim(s) and reasons. 

 d. Establish and maintain a formal style 

 e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 

 argument presented. 

  

Purple = Changes in the standard 

 



Change in Complexity from 

5.W.1 to 6.W.1 

Change in Complexity:   

 

      The writing moves from the written   

 opinion to the written argument with 

 supporting claims and credible sources to 

 support those claims. Writing style is also 

 more formal. 



Anchor Standard - Writing 1  

 

Write arguments to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

 



Key Points 

•  To understand how the concepts and skills in the Written  

    Opinion/Argumentation Standard build from one grade level  

    to the next 

 

•  A deeper understanding of the standards cannot be    

developed if educators are merely looking at their grade level 

standards in isolation and never consider that their standards 

in isolation and never consider that their standards are part of 

a whole system for educating a student  developed if 

educators are merely looking at their grade    
(Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Austin) 

 



Turn to a Partner and Talk 

 Why is it important to know the standards for 

the grade levels above and below your grade 

level? 

 

 Discuss with a partner (one minute) 

 

 



Reflections 

 How might your understanding of how the 

concepts and skills build from one grade 

level to another affect your approach to 

curriculum, instruction and assessment? 

 

 



Commitment to Action 

• Based on your understanding of this standard and 

progression what is one thing you can do next 

week? Next month? This school year? 

 



Next Possible Steps: Artifacts 

•  Review Appendix C of the CCSS document to review  

   examples of Written Opinion/Argument. Share the examples 

   with students and ask them to evaluate the writing based on 

   the Written Opinion criteria. 

 

•  Revisit current research projects and identify ways to  

   incorporate written opinions. 

 

•  Do a Learning Progression for your grade level and share it  

   with the grade level above and below. Discuss what      

   strategies, criteria, or assessments you are using.  

 

 



•  Visit this site for more samples of  

   Written Opinion pieces: 

 

          http://www.spaghettibookclub.org/ 

 

http://www.spaghettibookclub.org/


PDE3 Survey Reminder:   

  https://pde3.k12.hi.us 

 



Thank you! 


